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The Chapel is over six hundred years 
old.  It is the south porch of an early 
church dedicated to Saint Michael, and 
was incorporated into the splendid 
church which was begun in 1373, com-
pleted in 1500, raised to the dignity of 
the Cathedral Church of the Bishop of 
Coventry in 1918 and destroyed in a 
few hours under attack from the air on 
the night of 14 November 1940. 
�

After the destruction of the cathedral in 
1940 the porch was constituted as a 
chapel, and from here daily services of 
the cathedral were held for many 
years.  At the charges of the Friends of 
Coventry Cathedral the doors were 
boarded up, and a stone altar was 
built; and the chapel was dedicated on 
21 June 1942 by Dr Mervyn Haigh, 
then Bishop of Coventry. 
The chapel was dedicated as the 
Chapel of the Resurrection in the hope 
that as the Cathedral through its de-
struction had suffered a kind of death, 
so it would one day be re-built and 
would rise again in new life. 
�

The chapel has been restored and re-
furnished in memory of Mervyn Haigh, 
Bishop of Coventry 1931 – 42.  Frag-
ments of the mediaeval pained glass 
from the sanctuary of the ruined Cathe-
dral have been set in the windows.  
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